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SNOW AND ICE CONTROL 


Thus far in this winter's snow season we have experienced only 
what might be termed "nuisance" snow storms. Two of them, although 
appearing at first as a real threat went out to sea leaving only 
one to two inch accumulation. They did, however, give us a chance 
to try out our rock salt operations which, for the first time in 


the Department's history, are on a statewide basis. 


Generally, the use of rock salt was very effective and the whole 
operation quite successful. Except within relatively small areas, 
such as a part of a single lane on a dual highway, were there any 
traces of "pads" of compacted snow on the day following the storm. 
During the actual period of snowfall the rock salt kept the snow in 
a "mealy" condition. Under the kneading action of vehicles wheels 
it mae dissipated by melting within hours after the storms were over. 
Additional salting of those pads which did form resulted in their 


disappearance within two days in spite of frigid weather. 
SNOW REMOVAL = DRIVEWAYS 


In an effort to alleviate during our snow plowing operations incon- 
venience caused owners of driveways fronting on State highways, we 
made statewide distribution during the last week in December of a 
suggestion we feel has considerable merit. Even if the individuals 
involved fail to follow through with their part we have at least shown 


our Willingness to cooperate. 
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SNOW REMOVAL - DRIVEWAYS, contd. 


The problem has been this: During periods of heavy snowfall our 
plows concentrate on keeping the traveled highway, exclusive of 
shoulders open. This results in deposits of snow in the shoulder 
area, Usually before our widening operation begins the individual 
driveway owners clear their driveways. As we plow the snow from the 
shoulders we cannot avoid depositing snow in the driveway area unless 
special precautions are taken. We outlined these precautions in our 


suggestion, a copy of which is made a part of this report. 


Basically the suggestion was that while clearing the driveway the 
owner also clear a "pocket" in the snow on the up-traffic side of 
the driveway. As our plows move down the shoulder with a blade full 
of snow, the absence of snow in the pocket will leave none in the 


plow blade as it passes the driveway. 
RECRUITMENT - TRAINING 


During the past month 23 of the graduate engineers hired last June 


completed their 25-week orientation training program. 


Taking into consideration the expressed work preference of these 
trainees and the needs of the Department, 12 of these men were assigned — 
to our Division of Roads, Location & Design; 6 to our Division of 
Bridges; l} to our Division of Planning, Research, Soils & Tests; and 


1 to our Division of Maintenance and Operation. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding from 
TPF-5(442) Transportation Research and Connectivity Pooled Fund Study Digitization Project 


https://archive.org/details/njshd-monthly-1959-01-13 


RECRUITMENT - TRAINING, contd. 


Our Recruitment Program is continuing with visits made by recruit- 
ment teams to the placement offices of seven colleges and universi- 
ties. Of fifty prospective graduates interviewed early interest has 
been manifested by 15 and five have visited us here as a follow-up 


to the campus interviews. 


Our cooperative student program with Drexel Institute of Technology 
is also continuing. . Five of these students have completed six months 
tours of duty and returned to school. Two are midway in a six months 
work period and will continue into March. Five others began a six 


month work period during December. 
SAFETY PROGRAM 


The Department and its Safety Staff have made available facilities 
and a meeting room for six days of Safety Conferences being held 
this month. The conferences are being conducted by a representative 
of the U. S. Bureau of Standards under arrangements made by the New 
Jersey Department of Labor. Representatives at the conferences are 


drawn from the various New Jersey State departments. 
BAYONNE EASTSIDE HIGHWAY 


Final arrangements are now set for the public hearing on the Bayonne 
Eastside Industrial Highway. The session is to be held in the Bayonne 


Public Library on January 15. 
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BAYONNE EASTSIDE HIGHWAY, contd. 


A map showing the proposed alignment of the $2.6 million improve- 
ment is included in this report aswell as a photograph of the 


model to be displayed at the hearing. 


In order to facilitate public understanding of the project we have 
prepared an accurate scale model eight feet long of the area showing 
the alignment in relationship to all existing features. Subsequent 
to the public hearing the model will be available to Bayonne and 


Jersey City officials who might wish to place it on display. 
CONSTRUCTION OPERATIONS 


During the past month sub-freezing weather has had a marked effect 
on: the operations of our contractors. At most locations at least 
some utility, drainage, bridge work and excavation has been accom~ 


plished during the month. 


We have concentrated in keeping the "emergency projects" that are a 
part of the Federal Anti-Recession Program as active as possible. 
Resumption of outside work on a major scale will depend entirely on 


weather conditions. 


HEADLIGHT GLARE EXPERIMENTS 


In line with our practice of keeping abreast with new ideas and devices 


that could result in increasing the safety factor for motorists, we 
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HEADLIGHT GLARE EXPERIMENTS, contd. 


recently installed for testing purposes a new headlight glare device. 
A photograph of the installation, which was made atop the concrete 
center barrier on the Route 1 Freeway in Trenton, is included in this 


report. 


The individual units are plastic six inches wide by eighteen inches 
high and are bolted to the top of the barrier. They are spaced two 
feet apart. It will be some time before we make our final determina- 


tion as to the extent of their possible use. 
NEW SPEED SIGNS 


The erection of approximately 600 "Speeders Lose Licenses" signs, in 
conjunction with the new regulations concerning revocation of licenses 
for speeding, is now complete. The operation was begun shortly before 
January 1, the date when the new regulation went into effect. By that 
date more than 200 signs had been erected on principal highways, such 
as Route U.S. 1, U.S. 22, U.S. 6 and others. Our operation since that 
time has concerned itself in filling in the gaps on the State highway 
system so that now there is one such sign for each direction of traffic 


at five mile intervals within all 50 miles an hour speed zones. 


Similar signs were erected by us on our section of the Garden State 
Parkway between the Raritan River and Route U.S. 22 and have been 
installed on several other sections of the Parkway. Also the Turnpike 


is pretty thoroughly signed. 
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NEW SPEED SIGNS, contd. 


The operation was handicapped somewhat by the presence of consider- 
able frost in the ground but through the addition of extra crews we 


were able to reduce the time element considerably. 
INTERSTATE ROUTE 78 


On January 7 we forwarded to all interested public officials and the 
press copies of the report on possible rehabilitation of Route U.S. 


22 in conjunction with Interstate Route 78. 


The study was undertaken as the result of public demands for facts 

and figures on whether the existing highway could be rejuvenated to 
serve as the new Interstate freeway between Annandale and the Turnpike 
at the Newark Airport. The study was conducted by the firm of Madigan 
and Hyland, internationally recognized experts in the field of highway 
engineering. The results of the study confirmed our earlier findings 
that old Route U.S. 22 could not, regardless of design or construction, 
either adequately or economically service the area through which it 


presently passes and the communities contiguous thereto. 


Points brought out in their summation were: 
1. Economic comparison favors separate new alignment. 
Using minimum design figures, the total cost of the 
new alignment would be $52 million cheaper than the 


least expensive method of converting existing Route 22. 
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INTERSTATE ROUTE 78, contd. 
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The route on new alignment would be shorter and save 
millions of car miles of useless travel over a period 

of time, as well as minor delays which in the aggregate 
would run into millions of travel hours. 

New alignment would produce better traffic distribution, 
whereas rehabilitation of existing Route 22 by any feasi- 
ble method would concentrate traffic on selected side 

roads to a point beyond their carrying capacity. 
Construction on a new alignment would not interfere with 
existing traffic of up to 57,000 cars a day on Route 22. 
Any attempt at reconstruction of present Route 22 would 
seriously cut into its traffic carrying capacities 
throughout the entire period of construction. This period 
might extend anywhere from three to five years. 
Construction on a new alignment would preserve all business 
property along Route U.S. 22, whereas rehabilitation of the 
existing route would at the very minimum wipe out practically 
all business establishments between the Newark Airport and 
Annandale along one side of the highway. In Union and 
Springfield it would eliminate all businesses existing be- 
tween the present roadways instead of those fronting on one 


side of the route. 
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MEETINGS 
A few of the meetings and conferences held during the month were: 


Dec. 9 =- The Commissioner addressed the armual meeting of the 
Regional Plan Association in Newark, reviewing our plans 
for the New York metropolitan area of New Jersey. A copy 


of the Commissioner's address is included in this report. 


Dec. 12= Met here with representatives of the Greater Philadelphia 


Survey for final discussions and execution of contracts. 


Dec. 15- Met with Senator Cowgill re scheduling completion of 
Route 73 compatible with opening of a new school being 
erected in that area. Measures need be taken to provide 


protection for children due to traffic. 


Dec. 17- Met at the Governor's office with Mayor Carlin of Newark 
and principals of the Department of Conservation & Economic 
Development to discuss re-development and future planning 


of the City of Newark. 


Dec. 18= The Commissioner attended the meeting of the Delaware 
River Joint Toll Bridge Commission. A decision was reached 
to proceed with re-arrangement of the New Jersey plaza of 


the Phillipsburg toll bridge and grade eliminations. 


MEETINGS, 


Dec. 19 = 


Dec. 20.- 


Dec. 22 = 


Dec. 29 = 


contd. 


Attended a special showing in East Orange of their 

new movie that was produced by them as a sales effort 
against everything but a depressed route for the Essex 
East-West Freeway through the Oranges and Newark. As 
anticipated the film was slanted to a point of exagger- 
ation concerning elevated construction, so much so that 
objectivity was lost. The film itself was a waste of 


their funds. 


The Commissioner and State Highway Engineer Fritzsche 
met with Senator Murray, Jersey City's Finance Commis- 
sioner, for a discussion of possible routes for highways 
in their area in order to enable them to make decisions 
re surplus property they might wish to dispose of for 


industrial purposes. 


Met with Senators Harper and Ridolfi and several Assembly- 
men regarding local matters related to highways in their 


respective counties. 


Discussed matters affecting the New Jersey Turnpike with 


Mr. Morecraft. 
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MEETINGS, contd, 


Dece 30 — Hackensack officials and representatives of Bloomingdale 
eame to Trenton to discuss their new store location on 
Route ); at Hackensack Avenue and a possible means of 


providing entrances and exits and crossovers of the highway. 


Numerous other meetings were held with visiting mayors and other 
public officials, many of them with Senators concerning distribution 


of State Aid Formula Funds as well as our customary staff meetings. 
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CONSTRUCTION BIDS RECEIVED 


Dec. 16 - Route 78 (rahe de 102) 
Construction of bridges over Central Railroad 
of N.J. and Lehigh Valley Railroad. 
Bloomsbury, Bethlehem Twp., Hunterdon County. 
*I.B. Miller Contracting Corporation, 
Long island City, N.Y. $ 1,585,195.33 


Dec. 23 - Palisades Interstate Parkway 
Alurinum Chain Link Fence 
Fort Lee Bridge Plaza to Palisades Avenue 
Inglewood Cliffs, Fort Lee, Tenafly, Bergen Co. 


«Cyclone Fence Dept., U.S. Steel, Newark. 42,376.50 


Dec. 23 = Route U.S. 1 
Reconstruction of balustrades 
Bevan Street to Palisade Avenue 
Jersey City, Hudson County. 
Schiavone Construction Co., Secaucus 29,850.15 


Dec. 30 = Routes U.S. 1 and 9 
Center Island Closings and Construction of 
Turnarounds. 
Woodbridge Towmship, Middlesex County. 
+Middlesex Concrete Products & Excavating Corp., 
Woodbridge. 95,525.28 


Dec. 30 = Route 208 
Grading, Paving, Bridge and Walls. 
Hawthorne, Wyckoff Township, Passaic and Berge@m 


Counties. 
#Geo. M. Brewster & Son, Bogota 986 ,619.h6 
Total Construction Bids Received $ 2,739,566.72 


*Indicates low bidder. 


CONTRACTS 


AWARDED 


Dece 10 = Ne. Je State Teachers College at Montclair 


Dece 23 on 


Jane 5 = 


Jane 5 — 


Jan. 7 = 


Jan. 7 = 


Grading and Paving - Driveways and Parking 
Areas. 

Essex and Passaic Counties. 

Fallacara & DeBlasio, West Orange 


Route 78 (F.A.I. 102) 

Construction of Bridges over Central RR of 
N. J. and Lehigh Valley Railroad. 
Bloomsbury, Bethlehen Township, Hunterdon 
County. 


I.B. Miller Contracting Corp., Long Island. 
City, Ne ¥. 


Palisades Interstate Parkway 

Aluminum Chain Link Fence. 

Fort Lee Bridge Plaza to Palisades Avenue 
Englewood Cliffs, Fort Lee, Tenafly 
Bergen County. 


Cyclone Fence Dept., U. S. Steel, Newark. 


Route U. S. 1 

Reconstruction of Balustrades 
Jersey City, Hudson County. 
Schiavone Construction Co., Secaucus 


Route U.S. 1&9 

Closing of openings in center islands and 
construction of turnarounds. 

Woodbridge Township, Middlesex County. 
Middlesex Concrete Products & Excavating 
Corp.e, Woodbridge 


Route 208 

Grading, Paving, Bridge and Walls 
Hawthorne, Wyckoff Township, Passaic and 
Bergen Counties. 

Geo. M. Brewster & Son, Bogota 


Total Contracts Awarded 


$66,519.10 


1, 585,195.33 


42,376.50 


29,850.15 


955525.28 


986,619.16 
$ 2,806,115,82 


BIDS TO BE RECEIVED 


1959 


January 20 = Route U.S. 1 
Widening and Resurfacing 
Lake Drive to N.J. Motor Vehicle Inspection 
Station, Lawrence Township, Mercer County. 


January 27 = Centerton Road - Seeley-Lebanon Rd. Constn. 
Upper Deerfield Township 
Cumberland County. 
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1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000 - Ext. 431-432 


1958 
SNOW REMOWL - 
Driveways. 


RELEASE MONDAY P.M.; DEC. Ze = 


Trenton, Dec. 22.=As an aid to residents and businesses fronting on State 
highways, the State Hichway Department today began distribution of a suggestion 
on how to cut down the chances of having driveways blocked by Departmental snow 
plowing operations. 

A Highway Department spokesman said that next to condition of the highways 
themselves during and shortly after winter storms, the "plowed-in driveway" has 
perennially ranked second as the basis of complaints regarding its snow removal 
operations. 

The Department's suggestion is being presented in the form of a Department 
produced and illustrated handbill., It proposes that individual driveway clearing 
operations by the owner be stretched to include clearing a .""pocket" in the snow 
on the "up-traffic" side of the drive. 

If this provision is made, the Department says, the accumulation carried by 
the snow plow blade will fall into the "pocket" and only a minimum of snow, if any 
at all, will carry into the drive. 

The handbill will be distributed by Highway Department maintenance workers 
throughout this week, The Department spokesman said the unique move was not taken 
as a "self defense against complaints but to indicate that we are aware of the 
problem and to point out that there is a workable solution if the individual or 


business affected really wants to do something about it," 


Hitt 


A Winter Suggestion 


HOW TO KEEP YOUR DRIVEWAY CLEAR 


On several occasions this winter your State High- 
way Department will be called upon to clear the 
New Jersey State Highway System of snow. Each 
time the job will be equal to plowing snow from a 
two-lane highway stretching across the country, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and a little bit 
more. During each storm we will be given a mini- 
mum of time. 


And just as certain as the storms is the certainty 
that we will displease some property owners be- 
cause we will have plowed their already cleared 
driveways full of snow again. Actually, we wish 
we could leave each driveway meticulously clear, 
but to do this would mean that we should never 
finish the plowing in a reasonable time. 


During a storm our plows must keep the pavement 
or traveled right of way clear. After the storm and 
after the pavement has been cleared, we must 
*twiden-out’’ and clear the shoulder. 


During this phase the highway-driveway conflict 
appears. A plow on widening operation fills the 
opening in the driveway you have cleared. We 
recognize this is discouraging and irritating, but 
with your cooperation this inconvenience can be 
minimized. 


Below you will find a sketch showing how your 
driveway can be initially cleared to reduce the 
possibility that after the plow passes you will be 
snow-bound again. We suggest that you clear your 
driveway in the manner suggested in the sketch. 
If you will shovel snow in the direction of traffic 
and also make a pocket next to your driveway, as 
shown, snow accumulations on the plow will dump 
into that pocket and only a bare minimum will go 
into the driveway opening. 


We invite your cooperation and assure you of our 
desire to cause you a minimum of inconvenience. 


NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
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Model of Bayonne East Side Industrial Highway (Route 169) produced by the Department i 
for use at public hearing January 15, 1959. 
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NEW JERSEY STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton TUxedo 2-3000- Ext. 431-432 


1958 
ROUTE 169 HEARING 


RELEASE WED.P.M., DEC. 31. 


Trenton, Dec, 31.- The State Highway Departmemt will hold a public hearing 
January 15 at 10:30 a.m, in the Bayonne City Library on proposed alignment of the 
Bayonne East Side Industrial Highway. 

The proposed two mile two-lane road is to be built by the State Highway 
Department as part of the State and Federal Secondary Highway Systems. It will 
be known as Route 169 and its estimated cost is about $2.5 million. 

General alignment agreed to by the Federal Bureau of Public Roads and now 
proposed for public discussion by the State Highway Department, extends from 
Constable Road in Bayonne to Garfield Avenue in Jersey City. It will lie just 
east of the Jersey Central and Lehigh Valley Railroads through Bayonne, curving 
westerly at the Jersey City line to parallel the New Jersey Turnpike extension 
as far as Garfield Avenue. 

In announcing general approval of the Department's alignment by the Federal 
Government on October 20, State Highway Commissioner Dwight R.G,. Palmer labeled 
the proposed highway an "outstanding example of cooperation between the cities 
involved, private industry, and a State department." 

He particularly cited Assemblyman William Martin, former Assemblyman Hughes, 
Mayor Domenico and former Mayor Clark for their efforts on behalf of the project. 

Highway Department planning calls for a )h foot total graded width for the 
highway, to be occupied by a 2) foot wide bituminous concrete roadway bordered by 


10 foot wide hard surfaced safety shoulders. 
As part of the project a new bridge will be built to carry Center Street 
(45th Street) over the new highway. In addition to State and Federal shares in 
eost of the route's construction and the furnishing of its right of way by Bayonne 
_and Jersey City, the City of Bayonne and the two railroads will participate in 


cost of the bridge. 
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Proposed alignment of the Bayonne East-Side Industrial Highway (Route 169) to be discussed 
at public hearing in Bayonne Public Library, January 15. 
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IMMEDIATE REIEASE 
ROUTE 76 BIDS 


Trenton, Dec. 16.— A $1,585,195.33 bid by the I.B. Miller Contracting Co., 
of Long Island City, N.Y., was the lowest of 15 submitted to the State Highway 
Department today for construction of two Interstate Route 78 bridges in Bloomsbury, 
Hunterdon County. 

The bridges, which will span the Lehigh Valley and Central Railroads, are 
located near the easterly end of a },8 mile section of the new freeway now under 
grading contract. The grading contract, the largest single earth moving job in 
the Highway Department's 10 year history, was awarded to the Yonkers Contracting 
Company this past November 2), It had submitted a $6.3 million bid, the lowest of 
11 received by the Departient on November 13 for the grading work. 

The proposed 283 foot long bridge over the four tracks of the Central Railroad 
will be of steel girder construction with a 130 foot main span, It will clear the 
tracks by 23.9 feet and concrete decks will provide for dual freeway roadways ech 
51 feet wide with a 58 foot wide center island. 

The proposed Lehigh Valley Railroad bridge will be 138 feet long, crossing 
23 feet above the two railroad tracks at a sharp horizontal angle. Its concrete 
highway decks will be identical in width to the other bridge. 

Other bidders on the project were: Brann & Stuart Co., Trenton, $1,635,636. 723 
F.A. Canuso & Sons, Philadelphia, $1,719,422.503 Ole Hansen & Sons, Pleasantville, 
81, 733,030.053 Yonkers Contracting Co., Yonkers, N.Y., $1,70,070.3 Franklin | 
Contracting Co., Little Falls, N.J., $1,763,056,503 Willis-Paul & Proctor, 
Branchville, $1,766,115,; Conduit & Foundation Corp., Philadelphia, $1, 766,989.; 
Geo. M, Brewster & Son, Bogota, $1, 768,695.10; Mal-Bros Contracting Co., West 


Caldwell, $1, 792,121.50; Ell-Dorer Contracting Co., Irvington, $1, 798,666.15; 
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1958 
ROUTE 78 BIDS 


JeF. Chapman & Son, Hillside, $1,851,163.40; Kaufman Construction Co., Philadelphia, 
$1, 86h, 379.60; Peter W. Kero, Inc., Carlstadt, $1,888,70),10; Villa Contracting 
Co., Westfield, $2,096,080,80, 

All bids will be reviewed by State Highway Department and Federal Bureau of 
Public Roads engineers before the contract is awarded. The Federal Government 


will pay 90 percent of its cost. 
Interstate Route 78 will extend 68 miles from the Holland Tunnel to Phillips- 


burg. It will be a part of the 41,000 mile national system of Interstate and 
Defense highways with its terminus in California. Cost of the New Jersey portion 


of the route is estimated at $92.5 million. 
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PALISADES INT. PARKWAY 
Fencing. 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Dec. 23.~ The State Highway Department received bids today for 
erection of 16,000 feet of fencing as a safety measure along the Palisades Inter- 
state Parkway in Fort Lee, Englewood Cliffs, Tenafly and Alpine in Bergen County. 

Lowest of the bidders was the Cyclone Fence Department of the U. S. Steel 
Corp., Newark. Its bid was $2,376.50. Other bidders were: Anchor Post Products, 
Merchantville, $61,320.75; The Colorado Fuel & Iron Corp., New York, $71,3)5. 

Approximately 10,000 feet of five foot high fencing will be erected where 
several apartment houses adjoin the Parkway in Fort Lee and Inglewood Cliffs to 
prevent pedestrians from crossing the heavily traveled highway at that point. 

Another 6,000 feet of fencing will be erected along the Parkway adjacent to 
a bird sanctuary area of the Interstate Park in Tenafly and Alpine, 

All costs of the work will be carried by the State Highway Department from 


funds made available through last year's one cent state gas tax increase, 
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ROUTE 1 BIDS 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Dec. 23.-A $29,850.15 bid by the Schiavone Construction Co., of 
Secaucus, was received by the State Highway Department today for reconstructing 
portions of existing balustrades along the top of the Route 1 "covered cut! 
through Jersey City. 

According to a Highway Department spokesman, the existing heavy concrete 
balustrade will be replaced as a safety measure where six local streets overpass 
Route 1 in order to provide better driver visibility. 

The replacement balustrade, about 1,200 feet in all, will be of steel con- 
struction and afford better sight distance at the "covered cut" for motorists 
using Bevan Street, Summit Avenue, Central Avenue, Oakland Avenue, Baldwin Avenue 
and Hoboken Avenue. 

All costs of the work will be carried by the State Highway Department from 


funds made available through last year's one cent state gas tax increase. 
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ROUTE 208 BIDS 


1035 Parkway Ave. Trenton 
IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


Trenton, Dec, 30.- George M. Brewster & Son, of Bogota, submitted the lowest 
of 8 bids received today by the State Highway Department for paving another section 
of Route 208 Hawthorne and Wyckoff, Passaic and Bergen Counties. 

The firm's bid was $986,619.l6. Other bidders on the project, which will 
extend slightly more than a mile between Goffle Road, Hawthorne, and mid-way be- 
tween Cedar Hill Road and Grandview Avenue, “lyckoff, were: Samuel Braen Sons, 
Hawthorne, $989,938.35; Mal-Bros Contracting Co., W. Caldwell, $1,009, 393.87; 
Peter W. Kero, Inc., Carlstadt, $1,169,688.3; Franklin Contracting Co., Little 
Falls, $1,215,319.7h3; J. F. Chapman & Son, Inc., Hillside, $1,232,864.0h; 

P, Michelotti & Sons, Inc,,Saddle Brook, ‘31,287,60.373; S. J. Groves & Sons Coe, 
Woodbridge, $1,):73,289.17. 

A bridge to carry the new highway over Lafayette Avenue, in Hawthorne, will 
be constructed as part of the project. A bridge that will carry Grandview Avenue, 
Wyckoff, over the highway will be included in a separate contract to be let this 
springs 

The road work of the project will provide a 37 foot wide bituminous concrete 
surfaced roadway, 13 feet of which on the northbound side will be a "creeper lane" 
for slow moving vehicles, A 10 foot wide hard surfaced shoulder will be constructed 
on the southbound side for safety stops, 

Similar construction is now underway on the 3.9 mile section of the new high- 
way between Cedar Hill Road, Wyckoff, and Colonial Road in Franklin Lakes, Plans 
for final grading, paving and structure construction to extend the roadway from 
Colonial Road to Route 202 in Oakland are now being prepared with construction ex- 


pected to get underway during 1959, 
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1958 
ROUTE 208 BIDS 


Construction of five bridges to carry local roads over the new highway in 
Franklin Lakes and Wyckoff is expected to get underway this spring. 

The Federal Bureau of Public Roads will share half the cost of the project 
on which bids were received today, All bids will be reviewed by State Highway 
eeveient and Federal Engineers prior to award of the contract by the Highway 


Department. 
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1958 
ROUTES 1 & 9 BIDS 
Middlesex County 


IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


‘Trenton, Dec. 30.-A $95,525.28 bid by the Middlesex Concrete Products and 
Excavating Co., of Woodbridge, was the lowest of seven received today by the State 
Highway Department for constructing four jug-handles and closing 63 existing center 
island openings on Route 1 and Route 9 in Woodbridge Township. 

The four jug-handles will be built along Route 1 in pairs, one pair at Avenel 
Avenue and the other at Smith Street. The Route 1 island closings, 7 in all, will 
be within a one mile section of the highway between Inman Avenue and Greenwood Street. 

The construction area on Route 9 will extend from Oakwood Avenue to King Georges 
Post Road, a distance of 1,5 miles, and consist of closing 16 existing openings in 
the center island, 

Most of the openings on Route 1 will be closed by construction of new sections 
of concrete islands, six feet wide. On Route 9 most of the openings are within 
areas of mounded earth cmter island and the gaps will be filled with earth and 
topsoil, 

Other bidders on the safety construction project were: L. Zimmerman Sons, Inc.; 
Hillside, $103,106.93; Winans Contracting Cos,Ince, Linden, $105,157,853 D, 
Scatuorchio Construction Co.,Rahway, $106,881,86; D & L Contracting Co.,Ine., 

Rahway, $108,8)2,0; Robert Bossert & Cos,Inc. Newark, $114,876.54; Hess Brose,Incey 
Parlin, %117,630,30, 
All cost of the work will be borne by the State Highway Department. Depart- 


ment Engineers will review all bids before the contract is awarded, 
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TOMORROW'S HIGHWAYS IN THE METROPOLITAN REGION 
Regional Plan Association Meeting 
December Ninth, 1958 


Dwight R. G. Palmer 


The underlying influence which prompted me to accept the privilege of 
addressing you — and I assure you it is a privilege -- is my deep 
conviction that in order to have a better community, a better state <-= 
and if you will, a better nation -- all of us as citizens must con- 
tribute more of our time and our energies to the welfare of the area 


in which we reside and carry on our gainful pursuits. 


Whether the subject be highways, area planning, parking or whatnot, 
our type of society is too prone to expect the appointment of commit- 
tees and a volume of fanfare, to accomplish the end desired. This 
phenomenon has not in the past been too productive. You know there 

is an old saying that the most effective committee ever appointed con- 


sisted of two -—= one of whom was absent. 


However, my sincere respects to those of you who have so faithfully 
given of your time and energy to advance the cause of your community. 


More power to youl 


Now, in breaking down the subject of my visit, I will confine myself to 
the somewhat predictable future rather than venture into the outerspace 
of prophesy, for I possess neither occult powers, nor if you will, a 


crystal ball. 


Motor vehicle registrations in New Jersey have increased from 765,000 


in 1928 to 2,351,000 in 1957. 
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Today there is one motor vehicle in the state for every 2.5 persons, and 
we are rapidly approaching the theoretical limit of ownership of one car 
for every two people in some areas. Im one county for example the pre= 
sent ratio is one car for every 2.15 persons. Population will also in= 


crease at a rate which has been forecast. 


If we plot the curves of population increase and motor vehicle registra= 
tions and miles traveled, we can envision with relative accuracy many 
of the factors we must deal with and provide for in the future to insure 


adequate highways for "tomorrow". 


This is just what we, the State Highway Department, did three years ago 
in developing our master plan for the state. Motor vehicle and popula= 
tion trends in the 21 counties, together with industrial trends through- 
out the state, were balanced off against existing highway facilities. 
The result showed an anticipated deficit based upon 1975 traffic projec- 


tions amounting to 2 3/l billion dollars at today's price level. 


It was determined that registrations will increase from 2,200,000 in 
1955 to 3,680,000 by 1975. Also that travel in New Jersey will increase 
from 22 billion to }\7 billion miles a year -~ or about 135 per cent in 


the same period. 


To accommodate this upsurge in traffic, here is what will be necessary 
in the way of additions and improvements to the existing 18)\6-mile state 


highway system. 


1. A total of 821 miles of freeways extending into every 
county of the state. 


2. More than 900 miles of the present system widened or con- 
verted into dual highways. 


3. Other improvements such as grade separations and resurfac- 
ings must be undertaken on otherwise adequate roads. 
Many people feel that this goal can be realized solely under the Federal 
Highway Act. Such is not the case. The Interstate Program which is 
presently gaining such momentum will result in the addition to the pre= 


sent highway system of only 35 miles. 


This is 476 miles short of the estimated total state requirement. Also, 
many of the 900 miles of dualization or widenings, or other improvements 


so urgently needed cannot be realized under existing Federal allocations. 


Dollarwise New Jersey with all its Federal Aid can only expect to com 


plete somewhat less than 2 billion dollars of the required 2 3/) billion. 


None of these projected needs include improvements at either the county 
or municipal levels == and innany instances their problems of the future 
may equal, if not exceed those of the state. Typical examples of the 


inadequacy of present facilities can be seen throughout urban areas. 


If I paint a rather bleak, however factual, picture for municipal or 
urban New Jersey, let me assure you that this pattern differs little 
from what will be found throughout our nation in urban areas. I feel 
that these facts must clearly be understood if we are to view in proper 


perspective "Tomorrow's Highways in the Metropolitan Area", 
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Now in deference to your basic interest, I will confine my remarks to 
northern New Jersey, your section of the 7,500 square miles. By "pre=- 
dictable future" I mean the next 15 to 20 years. We should be capable 
of forecasting that far ahead with reasonable accuracy by projecting 


the trends of the past. 


Later we can discuss non-interstate highways and finally those which 

must remain hopeful lines on the Master Plan until New Jersey faces up 

to its critical needs and devises other than stopgap measures of financ- 
ing its highway program. As both you and I know you cannot operate a 
successful venture without adequate working capital. This is the "secret" 


ingredient. 


Now to the Interstate routes. Starting at the north, there is Route 
80, or F.A.I. 101, extending in New Jersey from the George Washington 
Bridge to the Delaware Water Gap -- nationally fran the Hudson River 
to San Francisco. The eastern section of the route is perhaps best 
know to you as the Bergen-Passaic Expressway. This road will relieve 
the overburden on Routes }); and 6, both of which are loaded down with 
at least 100 per cent more traffic than they were originally designed 


for. 


Under present planning Route 80 will have 10 lanes east of Route 17, 
all the way to the George Washington Bridge, and eight lanes as far as 


Paterson. No sections will have fewer than six lanes. 
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As you know the George Washington Bridge is to be double-decked to 
accommodate 12 trartic lanes and will connect on the New York side 
with a proposed 8-lane expressway. The cost of Route 80 from the 
Hudson to the Delaware - is estimated at $387 million dollars and it 
will traverse 72 miles. This gives you a "fare" idea (spelled FARE) 
of the cost of tomorrow's highways and yet what would be the cost to 


the state were we to forego an adequate transportation system? 


Another of the interstate freeways, Route 78, or F.A.I. 102, US 22, 
as it was formerly known, is presently under construction in Hunter= 
don and Warren Counties. It will extend from the Holland Tunnel to 
Phillipsburg in New Jersey -- and west to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


where it will connect with Route 80. 


Route 78 -= like Route 80 will go through the heart of New Jersey's 
metropolitan area using the N. J. Turnpike's Newark Bay extension to 
reach its eastern terminus. In view of the vehicular demand which 

will be made upon this road it is being designed with as many as 10 
lanes and it will cost an estimated 3884 million dollars to complete its 
68-mile length. On this route as in all interstate construction, the 


Federal Government is paying 90 per cent of the cost. 


A third interstate route -- which I an told there has been some refer- 
ence to.in the press recently -- is Route 280, the Essex East-West 
Freeway extending from Route 80 in East Hanover Township through the 


Oranges and Newark to the N. J. Turnpike. 
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This 17-mile highway will cost an estimated 120 million dollars, or an 
average of about 7 million dollars a mile. As you perhaps know, there 


have been proposals that would materially increase this cost. 


The advantages of this route to Essex County and Newark are best realized 
when we consider that it will carry an initial average of 117,000 vehicles 
a day in sections of Newark and East Orange. This, if we do not end up 
under so much stress and strain that we miss the "brass ring", a "ring" 
that all of us in Essex County have worked for for some 20 odd years. 
Today east-west traffic is clogging local streets and much of our traffic 
is entrapped. The relief afforded by the Freeway will be such that its 
benefits: to all it serves have been estimated at more than 1) times its 


cost on an annual basis. 


Another Interstate route in the Metropolitan area is Route 95 or F.A.I. 
103, known to most of us as new US 1. This route will follow the align- 
of the N. J. Turnpike from about 000 feet south of New Brunswick to its 
present northern terminus. Beyond that point it will be continued to a 
junction with the Bergen-Passaic Expressway (Route 80). From the N. J. 
Turnpike east to the Lincoln Tunnel a short freeway -- Route 95 -= will 


relieve that present bottleneck. 


Route 287 or F.A.I. 10), sometimes referred to as Route 202, is the sixth 
Interstate route in the metropolitan area -- in fact it is designed to 
circle the area from the New York state line to US 1 in Middlesex County 


just north of New Brunswick. 
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On its way it will pass through, or near, Boonton, Morristown, Somerville, 
and Bound Brook. This route will divert a great deal of traffic from the 
metropolitan area -- and when the Narrows Bridge is completed, will pro= 
vide an industrial freeway for Middlesex County and a fine facility for 


north — south connections to New England. 


The last so termed interstate route in the metropolitan area is Route 
278, F.A.l. 107, a 10-mile connector between the north end of Staten 
Island and Route 78 in Union County. I mention this "paper route" merely 
for complete coverage; however, in our opinion it will never become a 
reality. tncidentally its existence even on paper was not our idea. We 


can forget it for many years, if not forever. 


It was an unwanted and unneeded "child" in our opinion, long before some 
of the political and publicity aspirants started spiraling this poor 
non-existent character around. In our opinion the craze for plastic 


hoops and this issue were in the same class. 


Unless the present highway act is revised the routes I have named can 
be constructed under 90-10 money. From here on we must think in terms 
of 50-50 Federal-State participation, or in terms of 100 per cent state 


funds. 


One of the principal non-interstate highways is Route 21. This highway 
has been constructed northward from Newark in several stages as funds 
have permitted. Today it is completed to Nutley and will be placed 


under contract to Route 3 during the present construction program. 
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Route 21 will link together for the first time Newark and Paterson, New 
Jersey's first and third largest cities. It will also provide direct 
connections to Clifton and Passaic. Studies have been under way to ex- 
tend the alignment nenth of Route 3 and we have held numerous meetings 
with municipal and county officials in our efforts to arrive at a mutual- 
ly satisfactory route alignment. As yet no final alignment has been 
determined. In the Paterson area Route 21 will connect with Route 80, 


the Bergen-Passaic Expressway. 


Perhaps one of the most important of the non-interstate routes now on 
the drawing boards is a connection just back of Hoboken to the Holland 
and Lincoln Tunnels. The cost of this freeway will be shared by the 
Port of New York Authority, the N. J. Turnpike Authority, the State and 


the Federal Government. 


By linking the tunnels this road will also link units of the Interstate 
System. An extensive preliminary engineering study has been made of 
this route to determine the alignment possibilities and construction 


factors involved. 


Another route that is destined to play an important role in the future 
of our economy is Route 0 which is planned to extend southward along 
the west side of the Bayonne peninsula. Coupled with the recently ap=- 
proved East Side industrial highway this route will form a belt line 

around the peninsula serving commerce, industry, national defense and 


‘the citizenry of Bayonne. 
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For Newark we plan a freeway connector in the vicinity of Belmont Avenue 
to join Interstate Routes 78, F.A.I. 102, new US 22, and 280, F.A.I. 105, 
your Essex Freeway. In combination with the interstate routes and Route 
21 this road will provide circumferential travel around downtown Newark, 
and incidentally it is to be depressed. Its construction will also pro- 
vide slum clearance gratis to the City of Newark. An analysis of center 
Newark traffic made in 198 showed that only slightly less than one= 
fourth of the daily traffic did business in that area. Let's term the 
balance, through traffic. 1t was there solely because no alternate 
routes were available between points of origin and destination. Also 
this traffic grows each day as we so well know. The beneficial results 
of removing it from local streets must be immediately apparent. It will 
make room for the people now unwilling to face the ordeal of mid-city 


driving and also reduce parking difficulties. 


Mid-city business will benefit proportionately providing, of course, 
that the city and county are prepared to do their part in creating 
parking facilities, and the required local and long range planning. 

' And right here I want to stress our great interdependency. You with 
your municipal planning and we with our highways and our Federal Aid 

to your planning project. Let it be team play. That and only that will 


pay off. 


The benefits of urban freeway construction extend far beyond the relief 


of local streets, however. 
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An example of the advantages to motorists, can be gained from a study 
recently conducted by the State Highway Department along the principal 
streets paralleling the alignment of the proposed Essex East-West Free- 
way. This study showed, for example, that today's motorists traveling 
from West Caldwell to downtown Newark - a distance of 13 miles require 
at least 3 minutes to make the trip at 7:30 in the morning. On the 
way they would encounter |\8 major cross streets, 106 minor ones and 
wait an average of 15 minutes attraffic signals. On the proposed 
East-West Freeway they will be able to make the trip in about 15 minutes 
without arriving horizontal instead of vertical or taking the lives of 
anyone else. Also they will have more money in their pockets through 


lower vehicular operating costs as a result of a steady 50 MPH pace. 


I do not wish to bore you with too many details of ow master plan. 
Other freeways such as the extension in Essex County or Route 23 and 
the march of Route 208 to the New York line are called for under the 


_ plan. 


There is one route in particular which will bring great benefits to 
the Essex and Morris County areas -- that is the proposed Koute 2h 
Freeway from Newark to Morristown -- and which eventually will be 


extended across the State to Phillipsburg. 


This route is badly needed today and many meetings have been held with 
the communities to determine an alignment. ‘to date it has been talked 
to "death" and mind you this is not young and recent talk, it's old 

and boring conversation. Regardless of this, we are presently under= 


taking engineering alignment studies. 
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By this time you must know that New Jersey is one of a small group ami 
states with no definite plan for financing its highways. The depart- 
ment works on a year-to-year basis never knowing how much money it will 
receive 12 months hence. Twenty-eight states have anti-diversion amend= 
ments to their constitutions. Eight others are financing their programs 
through large bond issues. Without endorsing a particular method of 
financing for New Jersey, I can tell you that our need for modern high= 
ways is based upon the greatest concentration of traffic in the nation -- 
seven times the national average, five times Pennsylvania's and 23 times 


New York's. What a problem to face without adequate working capital. 


Whether we have need for a bond issue or some other method of financir 
is not the Department's prerogative to say but let me remind you that 
unless funds are made available to mect New Jersey's urgent highway 
need, as a state, we might as well "fold up". I would like to see 

New Jersey motor vehicle revenues devoted exclusively to highways -- 
not only to state highways but to county roads immediately affected 

by spillover traffic from state freeways. That's a considered personal 


opinion without any punches pulled. 


Many of "Tomorrow's Highways in the Metropolitan Region" are on today's 
drawing boards. We have in excess of 500 million dollars worth of 


projects in various stages of engineering completion. 


It is largely up to the dollar sign as to whether these plans are to 
find expression in terms of modern traffic facilities, or whether they 
are to be relegated to the limbo of the file cabinet for lack of proper 


financing. 
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As I have explained, about two-thirds of the funds for the roads called 
for on the Master Plan will be available in the next 15 years or so 
under the Federal Highway Program. The balance of the improvements 

must await positive action on the part of our elected Legislative repre- 


sentatives to become more than mere dream lines on a map. 


The motor vehicle space requirements of the next decade or two can be 
predicted. To ignore them will not relieve us of their entrapment 

capabilities. We must face up to the facts of highway life before it 
is too late. You will agree I am sure that the motor vehicle is here 


to stay and cannot be permitted to grind to a halt. 


I will not go into the details of the roads we would widen or dualize, 
when money is made available. Neither will time permit a discussion of 
plans in the neighboring states of New York and Connecticut. Therefore 
in summation, I point outthat some of the many highways needed in the 
metropolitan area will be realized -- others may fail because of in- 
adequate financing, or get talked to death. (Which incidentally has 
been effectively done in the not too distant past.) The highways that 
are constructed will provide for travel through and around our cities. 
It is essential that other hundreds of millions of dollars be made 
available to relieve the plague of congestion on our city streets and 


local highways. 


The last time I scanned the crystal ball it looked as if the planners 
of 20 years hence would be grappling with problems about like those 

which concern us today, unless as I have commented on previously, our 
elected representatives measure up to their obligation to provide the 


funds to keep our economy on the move. 
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We do not require super men to represent us but just average "go getters" 
whose goal is the welfare of the men and women they represent. Men, wo 
when elected to public office, ask What can I give? -— What can I con 


tribute tothe welfare of my commnity? — not what can I get out of it. 


With such men as our representatives and your own continuing active 
interest, our community, our state, and our nation will move forward 


to higher ground. 
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